
w w w . t r u e r i d g e h o m e s . c o m

The Ultimate Home
Building Checklist

YOUR STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO BUILDING YOUR
DREAM HOME



T r u e  Q u a l i t y  |  T r u e  L u x u r y  |  T r u e  C u s t o m

Check for  any  restr ict ions  on the s ize  of  your  home.

Decide how many stor ies  you want  your  home to  have .

Ident i fy  the  rooms you need and want  in  your  home.

Consider  the aspects  of  your  l i festy le  that  you want  to  be  incorporated into  your

home.

Think about  the type of  layout  you prefer .

Determine the st ructura l  features  you want  in  each room.

Choose your  des ign and sty le  preferences .

Decide i f  there  are  any  specia l  features  you want  to  be  inc luded,  such as

f i replaces  or  heated f loors .

Cons ider  incorporat ing green des ign pr inc ip les .

I f  you ' re  cons ider ing bui ld ing a  custom home,  th is  checkl is t  wi l l  guide you f rom

the start .  I t  inc ludes  sett ing a  budget ,  dec id ing on a  t imel ine ,  and f inding the

perfect  p lot  of  land.

This  i s  a  great  chance to  des ign a  home that  meets  your  needs  instead of  changing

an ex ist ing one .  You can choose everything f rom the smal l  deta i l s  l ike  doorknobs

and countertops  to  b ig  th ings  l ike  room arrangement  and heat ing systems.  To

start ,  th ink  about  how you want  to  use  the space and use  the quest ions  and

suggest ions  in  th is  sect ion to  help  you create  your  architectura l  p lan .

How to  Determine the S ize ,  Layout ,  and Des ign Preferences  for  Your  Home:

This  i s  guidance on how to  assemble  your  team for  bui ld ing a  custom home.  I t

speci f ica l ly  recommends h i r ing an architect  and genera l  contractor  and of fers  a  set

of  quest ions  to  ask  before  making any h i r ing decis ions .  Addit ional ly ,  i t  o f fers  t ips

for  f inding the r ight  indiv iduals  for  the  job and inc ludes  advice  on monitor ing the

bui ld ing process  once construct ion has  begun.

How to Bring Your Dream
Home to Life



Find and hi re  an architect .

Get  pre-approved for  a  construct ion loan or  a  new home loan for  your  est imated

bui ld  cost .

Look for  and h i re  a  genera l  contractor .

Determine i f  you need any other  team members ,  such as  a  landscape architect

or  inter ior  des igner .

Keep t rack  of  the  bui ld ing process ,  l ike  insurance ,  permits ,  payments ,

inspect ions ,  c lean-up,  and landscaping.

F inal ly ,  move into  the new space and enjoy  your  f in ished pro ject !

To  start  a  new bui ld  construct ion pro ject ,  fo l low these overarching steps :

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .

6 .

PART 1 :  LET 'S  BEGIN:  HOW TO BUILD A CUSTOM HOME

When budget ing ,  cons ider  the fo l lowing expenses :

The pr ice  of  the  land

Local  taxes  and fees

Fees  for  des igning and engineer ing

Construct ion costs  for  the  home

Landscaping expenses

Inter ior  decorat ing and furni ture  costs

Addit ional ly ,  a l locate  a  cont ingency budget .

I t  i s  important  to  know your  budget  as  pr ices  for  new homes can vary  great ly ,

ranging f rom $80 to  $200 or  more per  square  foot .  Without  th is  informat ion ,  i t  i s

d i f f icu l t  to  determine the s ize  of  the  home you can af ford  and where  i t  can be

located ,  or  what  des ign features  can be inc luded.

Finding the r ight  loan
I f  you p lan on tak ing out  a  construct ion loan ,  i t ' s  important  to  check your  credit

report  and f ix  any  errors .  Your  credit  score  wi l l  a f fect  the  loan you can receive .

Addit ional ly ,  i t ' s  a  good idea to  speak with  mult ip le  lenders  to  get  the best  interest

rates .  When cons ider ing mortgage opt ions ,  th ink  about  whether  a  f ixed or  var iable

rate ,  12  or  30-year  loan ,  or  FHA or  t radit ional  loan is  best  for  you and your  fami ly .

F ina l ly ,  ta lk  to  your  fami ly  and f inancia l  adv isor  to  f igure  out  a  rea l i s t ic  down

payment .  What  i s  your  t imeframe?

Everyone wants  thei r  home f in ished as  soon as  poss ib le .  You probably  have a

genera l  date  you want  your  pro ject  f in ished by .  But  i s  there  anything speci f ic  you

should  cons ider  when determining when you need to  start  and f in ish?



I s  there  a  new baby on the way?

When is  the  c los ing on your  current  home or  the  end of  a  lease?

Does  your  chi ldren ’s  school  year  a f fect  when you want  to  move in?

Could the seasons  in  your  area  cause any  setbacks?  I f  you l ive  in  a  ra iny  or

snowy c l imate ,  for  example ,  th is  won’t  cause major  setbacks  but  should  be

taken into  cons iderat ion when sett ing a  start  date  i f  you have a  st r ict  deadl ine .

the s ize  of  the  lot

the prox imity  of  ne ighbors

terra in

solar  or ientat ion

natura l  surroundings ,  and ex ist ing t rees

the architectura l  s ty le  of  ne ighbor ing homes

access  to  resources  l ike  water  and power

whether  you prefer  a  scenic  v iew or  pr ivacy

Look into  i ts  zoning,  wet lands ,  sept ic  connect ions ,  and energy  code .  These a l l

have an impact  on what  you can bui ld .  For  instance ,  zoning can determine the

minimum distance f rom the street ,  the  height  of  your  house ,  and whether  or  not

you can add an in- law sui te .  I f  the  lot  i s  s i tuated in  a  h istor ic  d ist r ict ,  there  may

be addit ional  regulat ions  on the appearance and construct ion mater ia ls  o f  the

home.

Research the va lue of  homes in  the nearby  area .  Bui ld ing a  $2  mi l l ion house in  a

s igni f icant ly  less  expensive  neighborhood may not  be  ideal .

Meet  your  neighbors .  Ta lk ing to  the neighbors  i s  a  great  way to  determine i f  the

neighborhood is  su i table  for  your  fami ly .

What  are  the rat ings  of  the  schools  c lose  by?  Is  th is  the  r ight  d ist r ict  for  your

fami ly?

Considerat ions :

1 .

Select ing the land for  your  custom home.
The locat ion where  you construct  your  home is  equal ly  s igni f icant  as  the bui ld ing

process  i tse l f .  Your  house 's  pos i t ion wi l l  impact  your  st ructura l  and aesthet ic

preferences  and l imitat ions .

Cons ider  these  factors  when choos ing a  p lot  of  land:

Consider  consult ing with  a  profess ional  such as  an architect  or  contractor  to

inspect  the property  you want  to  purchase .  This  s tep is  opt ional  but  may prevent

future  compl icat ions  by  conf i rming that  your  p lans  for  the  land are  feas ib le .

Before  decid ing on a  lot ,  make sure  to  do your  research .



PART 2 :  DESIGNING YOUR CUSTOM HOME

I f  you haven' t  done so  a l ready ,  establ ish  a  budget  and t imel ine  and begin

searching for  propert ies .  Refer  to  Part  1  o f  the  checkl is t  for  more informat ion .  The

next  step is  to  create  an architectura l  program that  out l ines  the object ives  for  your

custom home.  I t ' s  best  to  start  work ing on the program before  h i r ing an architect .

Use  the sect ions  prov ided to  develop your  architectura l  program.  To  ensure  that

your  ideas  are  implemented into  a  funct ional  des ign ,  i t  i s  cruc ia l  that  you d iscuss

them with  your  architect  who has  the t ra in ing and expert ise  to  know what  i s

feas ib le .  That 's  why i t ' s  recommended to  h i re  an architect  as  soon as  poss ib le .

When creat ing your  architectura l  program,  remember  these t ips :

Start  by  th inking b ig  and coming up with  unique ideas .  As  you progress ,  you can

adjust  your  ideas  to  f i t  with in  the constra ints  of  budget ,  zoning,  t imeframe,  and

land ava i labi l i ty .  Categor ize  your  needs ,  wants  dreams,  and don' t  wants .  Ident i fy

the rooms that  are  most  important  to  you and pr ior i t ize  them accordingly .

Pr ior i t ize  your  des i red features  to  rank them by importance .  This  wi l l  ass ist  you in

making d i f f icu l t  dec is ions  later  when the pr ices  of  custom homes vary  great ly .

Addit ional ly ,  cons ider  p lay ing the "what  i f "  game to  prepare  for  scenar ios  where

things  may not  go as  p lanned.  Ask  yourse l f ,  "What  i f  XYZ happens?"  and determine

your  next  ava i lable  choice  or  opt ion .

Start  searching for  p ictures  of  th ings  that  you l ike  and dis l ike .  You can use

websi tes  l ike  P interest  as  a  start ing point .  Addit ional ly ,  you can cut  out  p ictures

f rom magazines  l ike  Homes &  Gardens  and Architectura l  Digest  to  add to  your

col lect ion .  Ask  yourse l f :  i s  there  anything speci f ic  about  your  current  home that

s imply  doesn ’ t  work  for  you?

What s ize  should your  home be?

To des ign a  custom home,  you need to  know the ava i lable  space .  Determine the

s ize  cons ider ing factors  l ike  zoning restr ict ions ,  ne ighborhood ordinances ,  and lot

layout .  Check i f  there  are  any  l imitat ions  on height  and square  footage .

Consider  the number  of  rooms you require .  Determine the number  of  bedrooms

and bathrooms you need.  A lso ,  dec ide which of  the  fo l lowing spaces  are  necessary

or  des i red :  formal  and/or  informal  l iv ing areas ,  home of f ice ,  mudroom,  eat- in

k i tchen,  formal  d in ing room,  chi ldren 's  p layroom,  media  room,  dedicated laundry

room,  home gym,  garage ( i f  so ,  how many cars?) ,  basement  and/or  att ic ,  in- law

suite ,  and workshop.



Do you require  an area  to  showcase your  artwork?

Are  you in  need of  s torage for  books?  Would you prefer  wal l  space for

bookshelves  or  bui l t - in  shelves?

I f  you are  a  music ian ,  you might  want  to  cons ider  hav ing a  dedicated area  for

play ing that  wi l l  prevent  sound f rom escaping.

Would you prefer  an open inter ior  layout  or  separate  spaces?

Do you want  formal  and informal  areas  to  be  separated?

I f  i t ' s  a  mult i -story  house ,  what  do you need on the f i rst  f loor  and what  do you

want  on the second or  h igher  f loors?

Would you l ike  a  pr ivate  entrance and how many entrances  do you want?  Do you

want  any  speci f ic  room to  have access  to  the outdoor  area?

How do you want  the interact ion between indoor  and outdoor  space ;  should

they  seamless ly  f low into  each other  or  be  complete ly  separate?

Bui ld  your  l i festy le  into  your  home

Do you have any  hobbies  or  interests  that  we should  cons ider  when des igning your

custom home? I f  you enjoy  b ik ing ,  we can make sure  there  i s  s torage space for

your  b ikes .  I f  you are  a  music ian ,  we can inc lude a  soundproofed studio .  I f  you are

an art is t ,  we can create  a  custom studio  space .  And i f  you are  a  woodworker ,  we

can bui ld  your  dream workshop.  Whatever  your  interests  may be ,  we can des ign

your  home to  accommodate  them.

Here are  other  factors  that  you may want  to  th ink about :

Think about  the layout

After  determining the number  of  rooms and ava i lable  space ,  cons ider  the layout

opt ions  which can impact  t raf f ic  f low,  pr ivacy ,  and interact ion between guests  and

res idents .  To  get  an idea of  poss ib le  layouts ,  browse through avai lable  f loor  p lans .

Check out  the examples  on our  ava i lable  homes page to  see  what  sty les  you prefer .

Quest ions  to  ask  yoursel f :

Think about  the arrangement  of  speci f ic  rooms:

Which rooms or  spaces  would you l ike  to  be  located near  each other?  For  instance ,

would you prefer  the  k i tchen to  be c lose  enough to  the chi ldren 's  p layroom so that

you can hear  what 's  going on?

Or  would you l ike  the bedrooms to  be s i tuated c loser  to  the laundry  room? Is  there

a  speci f ic  area  of  the  house where  you require  greater  pr ivacy  or  segregat ion?

PART 2:  DESIGNING YOUR CUSTOM HOME



Maybe you want  the master  su i te  to  be  located on a  d i f ferent  f loor  than the other

bedrooms or  set  apart  f rom them al together .  Perhaps  you would l ike  a  pr ivate  and

quiet  corner  of  the  house for  your  of f ice  or  art  s tudio .  I f  you ' re  p lanning to  create

an in- law sui te ,  would  you l ike  i t  to  be  a  separate  unit ,  or  integrated with  the rest

of  the  house?

Which speci f ic  s t ructura l  features  would you l ike  to  have in  each room of  your

house? Think archways ,  windows,  c losets ,  doors ,  s ta i rcases ,  etc .

When des igning your  home,  there  are  opt ional  features  that  may impact  i ts  layout ,

so  i t ' s  important  to  decide which ones  you want .  

To  begin ,  rev iew the fo l lowing l i s t  to  determine your  preferences  for  each room in

your  custom-bui l t  home.

Kitchen:

How much counter  space do you need for  food preparat ion? Do you prefer  an eat-

in  k i tchen or  a  separate  d in ing area?  Do you need a  space for  soc ia l iz ing ,  such as

watching TV or  hanging out?  Do you require  a  space for  work  or  homework? Would

you l ike  an is land or  peninsula  for  prepar ing food or  serv ing as  a  buf fet?  Do you

prefer  a  separate  or  walk- in  pantry?  Would you l ike  a  prep s ink  and/or  main s ink?

Do you need a  wet  bar?  Do you prefer  a  gas  or  e lectr ic  s tove/oven,  as  th is  wi l l

a f fect  the  necessary  hookups?

Bedrooms:

Are there  mult ip le  c losets  in  the room,  and do any  of  them have enough space to

walk  ins ide?  Addit ional ly ,  i s  there  a  bathroom that  i s  connected to  the room,  and is

i t  a  pr ivate  or  shared bathroom?

Bathroom:

Can you speci fy  i f  you want  a  shower ,  a  tub ,  a  combined shower ,  and tub ,  or  a

Jacuzz i  tub? Would you l ike  one or  two s inks?  Do you prefer  separate  vanit ies  or

shared ones?  Addit ional ly ,  would  you l ike  a  l inen c loset  and a  Jack &  J i l l  bathroom

that  i s  connected to  two bedrooms?

PART 2:  DESIGNING YOUR CUSTOM HOME



Laundry  room:

Would you prefer  to  have a  separate  room exc lus ive ly  for  th is  purpose or  would  you

l ike  i t  to  be  part  o f  another  room l ike  a  bathroom or  mudroom? Would you a lso  l ike

the space to  inc lude extra  features  such as  a  fo ld ing table ,  s ink ,  or  hanging rack?

Addit ional ly ,  do  you want  to  inc lude outdoor  spaces  such as  a  pat io ,  deck ,

screened- in  porch ,  convert ib le  indoor/outdoor  space ,  ba lconies ,  or  a  courtyard?

Determine your  des ign and sty le  preferences
Ear ly  in  the process ,  i t ' s  important  to  th ink broadly  about  the sty le  of  architecture

you want  for  your  pro ject .  Cons ider  h i r ing an architect  who specia l izes  in  the

speci f ic  s ty le  you ' re  interested in .  Do you have a  part icular  theme or  architectura l

sty le  in  mind? Think about  the e lements  of  that  sty le  that  appeal  to  you .

Addit ional ly ,  cons ider  whether  the sty le  wi l l  f i t  wel l  with  your  c l imate ,  locat ion ,

and neighborhood.

Ask yoursel f  the fo l lowing:
What accents  would you l ike  to  inc lude in  your  home? Are  there  any  speci f ic

mater ia ls  you would l ike  to  incorporate?  

What  co lor  pa lette  do you prefer?  

For  the  k i tchen,  what  type of  cabinets ,  f loor ing ,  appl iances ,  countertops ,  and

f in ishes  do you want  to  inc lude?

When deciding on the architectura l  sty le  for  your  custom home,

think about  the fo l lowing opt ions :
Would you l ike  ta l ler  ce i l ings ,  and i f  so ,  would  you prefer  them throughout  the

home or  just  in  speci f ic  areas?

What  width do you want  your  ha l lways?

Do you prefer  a  minimal  amount  of  ha l lways  or  severa l?

Do you want  one sta i rcase  or  more ,  and would you l ike  a  pr ivate  sta i rcase  at  the

back of  the  house?

What  k ind of  windows would you l ike?  

Do you prefer  many or  just  a  few?

Would you l ike  sky l ights ,  bay  windows,  or  wide windowsi l l s?

Would you l ike  ample  wal l  space for  d isp lay ing art?

PART 2:  DESIGNING YOUR CUSTOM HOME



PART 3 :  ASSEMBLING YOUR TEAM AND TRACKING YOUR BUILD

PROGRESS

I f  you have a l ready sorted out  the deta i l s  about  the t iming,  locat ion ,  and cost  of

your  custom bui ld ,  a long with  your  preferences  and requirements  ment ioned in  the

architectura l  program,  then you can sk ip  Part  1  and Part  2  of  th is  checkl is t .

Select  Your  Architect

To begin  bui ld ing your  pro ject ,  i t ' s  important  to  f ind an architect  ear ly  in  the

process .  Architects  don ' t  just  create  p lans ;  they  help  guide your  v is ion ,  l i s ten to

your  ideas ,  and assess  what  i s  feas ib le  based on your  resources .  Working c lose ly

with  an architect  i s  cruc ia l ,  so  make sure  you choose someone you can work  wel l

with .  Don' t  forget  that  you 've  a l ready developed an architectura l  program and

carefu l ly  cons idered your  wants  and needs .

To  f ind an architect ,  you can t ry  ask ing your  f r iends  and neighbors  for

recommendat ions .  A l ternat ive ly ,  you can search for  members  of  The Amer ican

Inst i tute  of  Architects  onl ine .  Another  opt ion is  to  search for  the  architect  who

worked on a  house you l ike  by  looking up the address 's  permit  h istory  with  the

local  bui ld ing department .

Things to  ask  an architect  before  you hi re  them:

Architects  typica l ly  charge a  percentage of  the  f ina l  pro ject  cost  a long with  an

hour ly  fee  for  the  in i t ia l  p lanning.  To  help  you v isual ize  your  p lans ,  3D render ing is

often of fered .  I t ' s  a  good idea to  se lect  an architect  who has  exper ience work ing

with  your  des i red sty le .

Dur ing your  f i rs t  meet ing with  your  architect ,  i t ' s  important  to  d iscuss  your

budget ,  the  t imeframe for  the  pro ject ,  and prov ide them with  an architectura l

program.  By  shar ing your  v is ion ,  architects  can better  understand your  pro ject

needs  and determine i f  they  are  the r ight  f i t  for  the  job .

Hire  a  General  Contractor

Now you know what  you want ,  you h i red an architect ,  and are  start ing the des ign .

I t  i s  t ime to  h i re  a  genera l  contractor .  Most  architects  suggest  h i r ing a  contractor

ear ly  in  the des ign stages  before  p lans  are  f ina l ized .  Discuss  with  your  architect

when the best  t ime to  h i re  a  contractor  i s .



I f  you ' re  bui ld ing a  custom home in  North  Georgia  or  At lanta  suburbs ,  we would

love  to  be cons idered to  be your  GC.  We are  luxury  custom home bui lders  and

serve  a lmost  a l l  o f  North  Georgia .

Ask ing for  referra ls  f rom your  f r iends  and fami ly .

You can a lso  ask  your  architect  for  recommendat ions ,  as  they  l ike ly  have

exper ience work ing with  bui lders  and may even know one who specia l izes  in

bui ld ing the type of  home you want .

Speak to  past  c l ients  and inquire  about  thei r  exper ience ,  inc luding

communicat ion ,  setbacks ,  or  misunderstandings ,  and whether  they  would rehi re

them.

Request  images  of  thei r  past  pro jects .  Any  good bui lder  wi l l  happi ly  prov ide th is .

Request  to  meet  the foreman who wi l l  oversee your  pro ject .

Ask  who wi l l  be  work ing on your  pro ject  and whether  any  subcontractors  wi l l  be

involved .  Inquire  about  thei r  se lect ion process  and whether  they  conduct

background checks .  Determine whether  they  work  with  these  subcontractors

regular ly  or  only  for  one-of f  pro jects .

Ask  about  suppl iers  and the mater ia ls  they  ut i l i ze .  Keep in  mind that  the qual i ty

of  the  mater ia ls  i s  just  as  important  as  the qual i ty  of  the  people  bui ld ing your

project .

PART 3 :  ASSEMBLING YOUR TEAM AND TRACKING YOUR BUILD

PROGRESS

Remember  — your  genera l  contractor  i s  the  one br inging your  home to  l i fe ;  they

are  there  when you aren ’ t ,  making sure  everyone goes  according to  the p lans .  This

is  someone you must  t rust  and with  whom you communicate  wel l .  H i r ing the r ight

genera l  contractor  i s  v i ta l  to  be  happy with  your  custom home.

How to  F ind a  Contractor :

To ensure  a  successfu l  contractor  h i r ing process ,  fo l low these steps :

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .

Addit ional  team members  may be cons idered ,  such as  an inter ior  des igner ,  k i tchen

and bath des igner ,  or  landscape architect ,  but  i t  i s  not  mandatory  to  h i re  them.



Insurance .  Make sure  there  your  genera l  contractor  has  workman’s

compensat ion insurance and genera l  l iab i l i ty .  In  many p laces ,  contractors  are

required to  hold  act ive  pol ic ies  of  both in  order  to  be  l icensed.  Get  copies  of

both insurances  for  your  records  before  the bui ld ing starts .  Hav ing good

insurance can be protected against  cost ly  mistakes .

Permits .  Your  bui lder  should  typica l ly  take care  of  th is .  Make sure  th is  i s  the

case  and ensure  that  the correct  permits  are  in  p lace  (or  you wi l l  run into  major

problems with  the loca l  munic ipal i ty ,  inc luding fees  and delays ! ) .

Don’ t  let  payments  get  ahead of  schedule .

Inspect ions :  Genera l ly ,  your  contractor  i s  responsib le  for  schedul ing per iodic

inspect ions  as  required by  your  munic ipal i ty .  Conf i rm with  your  contractor  that

th is  i s  the  case  and f ind out  the dates  to  ensure  you can keep t rack .

PART 3 :  ASSEMBLING YOUR TEAM AND TRACKING YOUR BUILD

PROGRESS

Monitor ing the bui ld ing process

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

Upon Complet ion of  your  house :

Ensure  that  your  contract  speci f ies  who is  responsib le  for  post-construct ion

cleaning.  Typica l ly ,  the  bui lder  i s  responsib le  for  th is  task .  Once the construct ion is

complete ,  focus  on enhancing the exter ior  o f  your  house .  Once everything is  ready ,

you may unpack ,  move furni ture  in ,  and decorate  the wal ls  to  make i t  fee l  l ike

home.  F ina l ly ,  enjoy  your  new custom home,  show i t  o f f  to  guests ,  have a

housewarming party ,  and get  to  know your  neighbors !



VISIT OUR
WEBSITE.
Check out our website for all our plans, design inspiration, and neighborhood insights! We have

an interactive design tool you can use to bring your home vision to life. We pride ourselves on

being North Georgia neighborhood experts and have many resources for you to find the

perfect home and hometown for your family. 

WWW . T R U E R I D G E H OM E S . C OM

http://www.trueridgehomes.com/

